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Barn Owls Pre-school,, Parsonage Croft, Burwash Road, Etchingham, East Sussex TN19 7BY

Telephone: 01580 819218 ext 215
Email: helen@etchinghambarnowls.co.uk



23rd May 2025

Dear Parents/Carers

Our short term 5 is already over and we return from the late May holiday on Monday 2nd June.  Our first day back is an Inset day for Etchingham school and consequently school dinners will NOT be available on this day.  I would also be grateful if you could let me know if your child will not be attending on this day, if you haven’t already done so.  

The children have really been enjoying the outside area during the warmer weather and thank you to parents and carers for making sure the children have suncream and sunhats at the setting.  The warmer weather has done wonders for the vegetables we have planted and the children have enjoyed watering them to keep them growing and watching their progress!

Our tadpoles maybe haven’t been quite so lucky with far less remaining now, but it has been a good introduction to nature and natural selection for the children!

Liz continues with our cooking club and I hope the children have been enjoying eating the food they have made – they certainly enjoy the process of making it with many enthusiastic to take part.

Term 6
During our last term of this academic year we will be focussing on transition to school for our older children, with the help of the book ‘When a Dragon goes to School’ and consolidating progress for our younger children. For those children not moving on to Etchingham school, it would be really helpful if parents/carers would please let us know when their child has transition visits.  
We will also be thinking about our seas and oceans, beaches and holidays!
The children really enjoyed ‘voting’ for their story of the day during our VE Day celebrations week so we will be returning to this during the coming term as well.

Fees
Please could I remind parents that fees are payable in advance so all fees should be up to date on our return from the May holiday if paying half termly, or with only one payment remaining if paying monthly.  Thank you for your help.


Questionnaires
We haven’t had many questionnaires returned so far and I would be very grateful if parents/carers could please spare the time to fill one in and return to the setting when we return from the break.  We really value your views on how the setting operates and what we could do to make it the very best it can be for you and your children! 

Snack
Thank you for continuing to bring in items to share for snack.  We rely on your donations for our snack time to help keep our costs down and to avoid any extra charges!  
We are happy to accept any fresh fruit or vegetables, dried goods such as crackers, breadsticks and rice cakes, bread, crumpets, cheese, yoghurt etc.  Please check to make sure items aren’t high in salt or sugar – the traffic light system is good for this or if not, we are able to check the values at the setting.  We appreciate your help!  

TERM DATES 2024-25
Term 6:   Monday 2nd June 2025 – Friday 11th July 2025

Please Note: No School Dinners Available Monday 2nd June – please could all children staying after 12 noon bring a packed lunch to the setting.

Last Day of Term – Friday 11th July 2025.  Leavers Picnic and early finish.  Further details next term!

TERM DATES 2025-26 (Provisional)
Term 1:	  Thursday 4th September 2025 – Friday 24th October 2025
Term 2:   Monday 3rd November 2025 – Friday 19th December 2025
Term 3:   Monday 5th January 2026 – Friday 13th February 2026
Term 4:   Monday 23rd February 2026 – Friday 27th March 2026
Term 5:   Monday 13th April 2026 – Friday 22nd May 2026
Term 6:   Monday 1st June 2026 – Wednesday 15th July 2026.

Please note that the pre-school term dates are not exactly the same as school term dates.  This is because pre-schools are funded slightly differently from schools and for less weeks per year.

If you have any questions, worries or concerns whatsoever, including Safeguarding or online safety, please don’t hesitate to contact me.  

We hope you all have a very enjoyable late May holiday and look forward to seeing you again on Monday 2nd June .


Yours faithfully


Helen Packham and the Barn Owls Team
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