
[image: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/dyxgpsz9x0abyir/AABL4PG6Lf5dRm-KjY1UyzpTa/option_6.jpg?raw=1&dl=0]
Barn Owls Pre-school,, Parsonage Croft, Burwash Road, Etchingham, East Sussex TN19 7BY

Telephone: 01580 819218 ext 215
Email: helen@etchinghambarnowls.co.uk



26th September 2025 

Dear Parents/Carers

The first 3 weeks of term are already behind us and we are really noticing the change in the weather and nature in our outside area.

This Term
Now that the children have settled back in and are remembering the setting’s boundaries and routines, we have re-introduced Good Morning and Show and Tell.  
At the moment we are concentrating on tuning in to the sounds in our environment and the older children are seeing what sound patterns we can make with our voices and matching and naming colours, moving on to sorting by colour, size or colour and size!

Show and Tell
All children have a day when they can take part in Show and Tell if they would like to.  Some children love to take part and others don’t choose to take part – both options are absolutely fine!  If you’re not sure which is your child’s Show and Tell day, they are on the bottom of the white board in the lobby.

Cooking and Gardening
Our gardening and cooking activities will be re-starting next week.
We will be preparing pots and planting bulbs in them ready for next year and cooking club will start the week after, gradually introducing the children to the skills they will need as they tackle increasingly complex bakes and makes as the year progresses. 

Main Door
I’m sure you will have seen that we now have a doorbell.  Although it fell off a couple of times initially, it seems to be staying put at the moment!  Please could I ask parents/carers NOT to pull the door to the setting from the outside or to push it from the inside until the door release has been pressed.  Please ring the bell and wait to be let in if there isn’t anyone on the door.  
When leaving the setting, parents/carers should wait for a member of staff to press the door release if possible please and for safeguarding reasons, please NEVER hold the door open to let anyone else in or out.  



Coats, Wellies and Jumpers
As you know, we open the garden for children to go outside and play every day, as soon as our ‘Good Morning’ time is finished – and it is still cold outside at that point!  Although the weather has been dry and the sun still warm when it appears, please could all children bring a jumper and coat to the setting each time they attend, as well as wellies for wet days.  Please could children always have shoes at the setting so that they don’t walk mud and rain into the setting when they come in from outside play.  Thank you for your help.  

School Dinners
As you know, the price for a school meal has gone up to £3.06 per meal.  Please could I ask parents/carers to keep dinner money ‘pots’ up to date or in credit and I will let you know when they are running low.    
Please could parents/carers write their child’s choice of meal on the clipboard, on the table outside when they drop their child at the setting.  Thank you.

Spare Clothes
Please could all children have a change of clothes in their bags.  If you think more than one change may be needed, please put as many in as possible!  If your child needs to borrow Barn Owls clothing , please could it be washed and returned as soon as possible. Thank you for your help.    

Snack
Thank you for continuing to bring in items to share for snack.  Fresh fruit and vegetables are always welcome together with dried goods such as crackers, breadsticks and rice cakes – or anything else you think the children might enjoy!  Please check the salt, sugar and saturated fat content of products – anything that is ‘red’ on the traffic light scale for those ingredients we will not be able to give to the children.  We also don’t give children dried fruit for snack.  

Mobile Phones
Please could I remind parents/carers that mobile phones should not be used inside the setting without the permission of a staff member.  

Kitchen/Toilet Roll tubes
If you have any cardboard kitchen or toilet roll tubes, we would love to have them please!

TERM DATES 2025-26 
Term 1:	  Thursday 4th September 2025 – Friday 24th October 2025
Term 2:   Monday 3rd November 2025 – Friday 19th December 2025
Term 3:   Monday 5th January 2026 – Friday 13th February 2026
Term 4:   Monday 23rd February 2026 – Friday 27th March 2026
Term 5:   Monday 13th April 2026 – Friday 22nd May 2026
Term 6:   Monday 1st June 2026 – Wednesday 15th July 2026.

Please note that the pre-school term dates are not exactly the same as school term dates.  This is because pre-schools are funded slightly differently from schools and for less weeks per year.



If you have any questions, worries or concerns whatsoever, including Safeguarding or online safety, please don’t hesitate to contact me.  

Yours faithfully




Helen Packham and the Barn Owls Team
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