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Barn Owls Pre-school,, Parsonage Croft, Burwash Road, Etchingham, East Sussex TN19 7BY

Telephone: 01580 819218 ext 215
Email: helen@etchinghambarnowls.co.uk



30th August 2025

Dear Parents/Carers

I hope you have all had a lovely summer and the children are feeling refreshed, relaxed and ready to come back to pre-school!

When you come back into the setting on your child’s first day, you may have to search for your child’s peg as it will have moved over the summer break!

During our first few weeks back we will be concentrating on settling back in to the setting, making new friends and remembering the setting’s boundaries and routines.  
Show and Tell will begin again during the week beginning 15th September.

All About Me!
At the setting we have a display of some children outside their homes or in their community which they really enjoy looking at.  It would be lovely to be able to display photos of all of the children so if we don’t already have one, please send one in!
Similarly, we have pictures of children with their family or those that look after them displayed in the home corner and again, if we don’t already have one, please send one in.

School Dinners
The menu for school dinners remains the same as it was before the summer but I am attaching it to this email.  To my knowledge at this time, the price remains at £2.97 for a main meal and a dessert.  For those of you whose children regularly have a school meal, I will email separately to let you know if you have any money in your child’s dinner money ‘pot’ and if so, how much.  

Packed Lunches
For those children bringing a packed lunch to the setting, please could I remind parents/carers that the setting has a ‘no nuts’ policy and lunches should not include chocolate bars or sweets.  As part of our safeguarding responsibilities it is also important that lunches provided do not represent a choking hazard for the children and I have attached the Food Standards Agency poster for your information, particularly regarding the preparation of fruits and vegetables for packed lunches.  

Please could all packed lunches contain an ice pack to keep food cool until lunchtime.  Thank you for your help.  
Snack
We continue to welcome contributions for our snack times.  Please remember that foods provided should be in original packaging, unless fresh fruit and vegetables, within their ‘use by’ date and low in salt, sugar and saturated fat – the traffic light system is good for checking this or we can check for you at the setting if you are unsure.   

Where Am I Now
Please could I ask parents to complete and return any Where Am I Now forms that weren’t returned before the summer break.  If you need another, please let me know and I will email or print one out for you.  

TERM DATES 2025-26 
Term 1:	  Thursday 4th September 2025 – Friday 24th October 2025
Term 2:   Monday 3rd November 2025 – Friday 19th December 2025
Term 3:   Monday 5th January 2026 – Friday 13th February 2026
Term 4:   Monday 23rd February 2026 – Friday 27th March 2026
Term 5:   Monday 13th April 2026 – Friday 22nd May 2026
Term 6:   Monday 1st June 2026 – Wednesday 15th July 2026.

Please note that the pre-school term dates are not exactly the same as school term dates.  This is because pre-schools are funded slightly differently from schools and for less weeks per year.



If you have any questions, worries or concerns whatsoever, including Safeguarding or online safety, please don’t hesitate to contact me and we look forward to seeing you all again very soon!

Yours faithfully

Helen Packham and the Barn Owls Team
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